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FILE: 8-209061 DATE: March 1, 1 9 8 3  

MATTER OF: H a r t r i d g e  Equipment  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIGEST: 

Award is n o t  improper s imply  b e c a u s e  
n o t i c e  of p r o c u r e m e n t  w a s  m i s c l a s s i f i e d  i n  
Commerce B u s i n e s s  Da i ly  and  o n l y  o n e  b i d  
was r e c e i v e d .  

H a r t r i d g e  Equipment  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( H a r t r i d g e )  protests 
a g a i n s t  t h e  award o f  a c o n t r a c t  t h a t  w a s  made u n d e r  i n v i t a -  
t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  M67004-82-B-0192 i s s u e d  by t h e  
Mar ine  Corps L o g i s t i c s  Base, Albany ,  Georgia, b e c a u s e  it d i d  
n o t  r e c e i v e  a copy of t h e  IFB.  

H a r t r i d g e  p ro tes t s  t h e  award p r i n c i p a l l y  o n  t w o  
g r o u n d s .  F i r s t ,  Har t r idge  o b j e c t s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  of IFB 
was m i s c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  C o m m e r c e  B u s i n e s s  Dai ly  ( C B D )  w i t h  
t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  it o v e r l o o k e d  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t .  Second ,  
H a r t r i d g e  objects  b e c a u s e  o n l y  o n e  b i d  was r e c e i v e d .  

W e  d e n y  t h e  protest .  

An award i s  n o t  improper s imply  b e c a u s e  a protester d i d  
n o t  see a n o t i c e  of t h e  I F B  i n  t h e  CBD b e c a u s e  t h e  n o t i c e  
was m i s c l a s s i f i e d .  -- Alpha  Carpet & U p h o l s t e r y  C l e a n e r s ,  - I n c . ,  B-200944, F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 CPD 69. A l s o ,  a n  
award  is n o t  improper s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  o n e  b i d  is r e c e i v e d .  
P r e v e n t i v e  H e a l t h  P r o g r a m s , - I n c . ,  B-195877, J a n u a r y  22 ,  
1980 ,  89-1 C P D  6 3 ;  C u l l i g a n  I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio ,  
56 Comp.  Gen. 1 0 1 1  (19-7-2 CPD 242. 

I n  s i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  immedia t e  case, w e  u p h o l d , t h e  
award i f  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  competi- 
t i o n ,  t h e r e  was n o  d e l i b e r a t e  a t tempt  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  pro- 
tes ter  f rom t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  and  a r e a s o n a b l e  pr ice  was 
o b t a i n e d .  A lpha  Carpet  & U p h o l s t e r y  C l e a n e r s ,  I n c . ,  s u p r a .  

/ 

H a r t r i d g e  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  t o  
p r e c l u d e  i t  f rom b i d d i n g  and  i t  d o e s  n o t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  rea- 
s o n a b l e n e s s  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  pr ice .  F u r t h e r ,  1 0  f i r m s  were 
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solicited to bid. Thus, a significant effort was made to 
obtain competition. In the circumstances, there is no basis 
for us to object to the award that was made. 
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